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STR, 59 sna 
HE Account you give meby your laft, of the various 

Shapes into which fortgPerfons at London have tran{- 

formed our lace A@ & Parliamene, for Eftablifhing a 

‘Company Tradting to Africa and the Indies, and their reprefents 
ing it under fo many feveral Colours, to thofe of different Ca- 
pacities and Affections , puts me in mind of the Shepherd, 
‘who, ambitious to be thought Wegehet-wife,never fail’d with 


an ait of Gravity, to publith his pretended Revelations of the 
| , A enfuing 
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enfuing Weather, in various and quite contrary manners to his 


feyeral Profelites, thereby fecuring to himfelf certain Evidene 
ces in all Weathers chat could happen, ifany fhould dare to 
call the fafallibilicy of his Predi@ions.into queftion, And te- 
ally, The exact Idea you give me of the manner in which thefe 
Perfons feem to bufie themfelves in other Mens Affairs, affords 
me matter {ufficient to renew my Speculation, concerning the 
precarious Nature of all Mankind, in point of Intereft s and 
by Retro{peétion into fome Tranfactions of chis and che laft Age, 


lam induced to trouble you with the following Narrative of — 
fome Obfervations naturally arifing trom the fame, which to me_ 
feenrdire@tly to point at rhe Temper, inclination, and real Intereft 


ofall BRITAIN + bat defers Flanach into fo. wide an Ocean; 
cannot forbear exoreffing the Satista@ion I have in reflecting, 
That the whole Reprefentatives of a Nation fo little expetien- 
ced in Trade, as ours, fliould with (o unanimous a Voice ( Nee 
mine contramicente, agree to fach Meafures and Foundation of 


Trade, as now-{eem worth the Notice of fo great a People as. 


our Neighbouring Nations and my Satisfaction therein is ftill 
the more exalted, by finding in-your Account, That the moft 
Sober and Tradeing People of that Kingdom, are fo far trom con- 
ce'ving any difguftat, or diflike to ic, that they generally ex- 
prefs an Inclination to be concerned io it: Excepting ¢ as you 


obferve) afew who (every body knows ) are preingaged to: 
_adear Self-monopolifing Incereft, cogether with fome few others, 
whofe Joftrudtions from.a Forreign. Court muft in all probability 


oblige chem to Jay hold of any feeming Opporeunity for blowing 
the Coal of Sedition. in. this Ifland, that they may Fifh in 
troubled Waters:. Andasa little Leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump, you matt always expe@ to find fuch Perfons very vigi- 
lant, by their Emiffaries, to amufe che Unthinking Crowd with 
sroundlefs Apparitions. and by a more induftrious Artifice,have 
their defigning Infinuations buz’d into the Ears, o} fome great 


Mini@ers, who having the bent of their Thoughts employed — 
: | about 


sbout Maeters of State and Government, {utable to the great 
Sphere in which they move, may poffibly, through want cf 
Time, confider this Matter no further than by a bare fuperficial 
View of fuch fallacious Pofitions as may probably , by Prepof- 
feffion be dogmatically obtruded upon them, to ferve private 
Ends, though mask’d under the f{pecious Pretences ofa National 
Concern, Wheretore, I hope thofe worthy Gentlemen at Loz- 
den, who are concerned in this Company , will endeavour to 
anticipate any evil Effe ofthefe or che like Mifereprefentations 
and groundiefs Suggeftions mention’d in your Letter, by ob- 
viating the Fallacy of fuch noifie Arguments as ( you fay ) are 
daily with an Ayre of Magifterial Stiffnels diétated at Gaer- 
saways, and from thence diffus’d amongft the credulous Multi- 
tude 3 which, whenfoever impartially examin’d and confider’d, 
will doubtlefs apoear to have no other Merit at bottom, thana 
Noofe of Sophiftry to catch Woodcocks in, For there was 
never any Conlticution of Trade concerted by any free Kinge 
dom, State or Common-wealth in Zwrope, with greater regard 
to the Conftitutions and Priviledges of all other Nations in Ami- 
ty with His Majefty, than this hatch been: yea, fhould we have 
had aCommittee of Englith Merchants to Examine and Repore 
our Proceedings while we were paffing this ACT, they could 
not poffibly have been more nicely tender ot Encroaching upon, 
or Inteiferring with che Englifh Immunities,either Abroad or at 
home, than we havebeen, And in regard that Pyracy, Ho- 
ftility, and all manner of violent Force, isnot only inconfiftent 
with, but diametrically oppofite to che natural Laws and Inftie 
tutions of Trade, we have, in the Body of this ACT, pree 
cluded the Company from Acting or Settling in the very /naies, 


the Law of Nations fo immediately under our Confideration, 
that it was chought by the moft Precautious of our Affembly, 
we had left no room for fo much as a poffibility of Cavilling, 
But there's none fo blind as they ae willnot fee; and by whac 
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youwrite, I find, had there been any thing in our Ag that could 


not bear the Trial of the ftriteft Enquiry on the aforefaid 
Heads, ithad certainly been longe’re now ript up and printed 
in Capital Letters by thofe who were at the Trouble and 
Expence of Re-printing the e4c& at London in feveral fhapes, 
and under a new Title oftheir own framing , of defign to 
adapt it more properly tothe Notion of Rivalfhip and Emula- 


tion, which ( you fay ) they fo. induftrioufly preachin Coffee- 


houfes. 


obj, O! but (fay they, ) Tho’ there be nothing inthe wre 


thatat prefent may feem to interferr with, yet in the Cons 
fequence it may prove pernicious to the Jntereft of Exgland. 


In Anfwer to which, give me leave to obferve, That as this Act 
was calculated fora Common and Publick Good 5 fothough it 
be areceived and f{tanding Maxim , That No Evilis to be done, 


that Good may come ofits yetno reafonable Man will urge from 


thencethe Alternative, Ibat we ought to forbear doing an apparent 
‘Publick Good, becaufe ofa remote polfibility of an imaginary EvilCon- 
Sequence. al etickait 

And before /(tep furtherypray let us take a (hort View of what 
Profpeé& there may be of this bug- bearing Confequence.Why,trul y 
Scotland propofethan Advantage by Foreign Trade,& leavesit at 


England'sdoor to accept or refufe,being concerned for one Moiee 


ty of all che Profits, Emoluments & Advantages arifing from {uch 
‘Trades& by the bye England's embracing that Offer, feemsto me 
an aufpiciousPrognoftick of futureSuccefs. Now, (hould we happen 


to be fruftrate in our Expectation by this Trade,then all the vain - 


Jealoufies of Rivalfhip & Competition fall of courfe. But if it fhould 
( as Fhope it may ) anfwerour Wifhes,by a plentiful & profpe- 


rous Harveft, in returnto our Honeft and Infant. Undertaking, 


Eirgland, Care, would be mightily hurt, to reap One Half of 4 
. | : tke 
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the Profits thereof; which : wal God may prove the happy 
Confequence, fo much tear’d by your Monopcoly-men. 

Yet all this ¢ you fay ) cannot pleafe them that are re- 
folved tobeimplacable < for that there are a certain fort of 
fuch goodenatur'd Chriftiansin the World, as would chufe ra- 
therto lofe a certain Benefit and Advantage to themfelves, than 
endure the very thoughts of feeing their Neighbours in any 
tolerable degree of equal Profperity. {0 allufion to which, 
"tis no new thing totell you, That ever fince the Reformation 
ot Religion, the Jefuits, intheir various thapes, have left no 
meansuncflayed, to propagate thes feveral Sc&s and Schifms 
_ which, during the laft Age, have, lke a general Conragion, 
over{pread this [iland, andundoubtedly gavethe firft rife to all 
the fad Cataftrophe and difmal Confequences of the late bloody 
Civil Wars) Andeven fo, fince the Union of both Kingdoms 
under one Monarchy, .we have too too manifeft and pregnant 
‘Proof of how far the Matchevilize Maxims of Policy have, by 
the means of Freach Penfioners and Emiffarie:, gain‘d credit 
enough at che Courtof Evgland, toimprove the Remnants and 
Dregs ofthe ancient Feuds of both Kingdons into an almolt 
avowed Reafonof State ( though amuch miftaken one ) That 
it was the Interefi of England, to fupprefs and keep Scotland 
poor. Which wasindeed chiefly intended, and contrived with 
defign to leave Englandin the lurch , and carry onthe real 
Fatereft of France, where this Maxim had its birth, by re-gain- 
ing Scotland into theirancient League. 
| For the Sting and hidden Poyfon of the Serpent dy in this, 
‘That the People of Scotland, from the natural confideration 
they muft needs have of any fevere Treatment,or urreafonable 
and intolerable Exactions impofed upon them by their domi- 
neering Neighbours,mightin time be tempted,|:ke the [fraelites: 
in the Wildernefs, to murmur and look back into the Onions,Melons, 
Garlick, and Flefhapots of their old acqnaintance. 7 
Yet by the Influence of this Jefuutical, Barbarousand Hellith 
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Principle, together with the general Corruption of fuch collea- 
guing and (elf-defigning Minilters as have € tothe grict of thefe 
Nations ) been atthe Helm of Affairs during thofe latter Reigns, 
this poor Nation in particular hath bees moft unmercifully crampe 
and fetrered in its natural Liberties, both as to Keligion, Proper- 
ty, Trade, and indeed, allthe real Badges of a Free and inde- 
pendent Kingdom, other than tn fhadow 5 till the late Provi- 
dential and Happy Revolution gave us not only a fair opportuni- 
ty of reaffuming all our ancient freedoms, and natural Liberties, 
but alfo of extending the fame.in point of Trade, far beyond thofe. 
Limits which fome of our Neighbours feem now unwilling to 
allow us. , | 
And I would gladly offer itto the ferious Confideration of any 
Honeft, Unbya(s'd and Freeethinking Exglifheman, Whether, u- 
pon His prefent Majefty’s Acceflion to the Crown of England, 
when Ireland wasin amanner quite lopped off, France making 
mighty Preparetions for War, all Ewrope invelop‘d in almoft une 
quenchable Flames 5 and England it telf, not free fiom Jnteftine 
Divifions, ard Bofom Enemies, who flattered themfelves with the 
Hopes that Scotland would, fromthe confideration of its being fo 
long kept at Arm's length, be tempted to a&t by an Joterelt fe- 
parate from that of Exgland ? Whether ( I fay ) upon condition 
of affurance then, that we would follow England‘s t xample, in 
placing the Crown of this Realm upon the Heads of our prefent 
Gracious Soveraign, and His late Royal Confort (of Blefied 
Memory ) when they fear‘d our Demurring upon it, Bagland 
would not have willingly fulblleds and put us in: poflethon of 
the long promifed Union of both Nations 5 and fettled the fame 
upon fuch an equal and lafting Foundation,as thar we might have 
freedom of Trading into the very Heart of their Planta- 
tions ? 

For, how little fever the apparent Proportion be, which 
onr Nation may at prefent feem to bear on the Theatre of Publick 
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A&ion, as being in a manner wholly eclipfed by the refulgent 


and radiant Beams of Ex/and‘s more reiplendent Greatnefs, 7 may 
without Hyperbole juftly fay, That as Matters then ftood,We had 
the Ballance of Eurcpe in our Hands, 

_ Yetailthe Confiderations we had in view of our own particue 
ir Intereft,&the Advantages which we might have made of that 
‘Opportunity, foon gave way tothe irrefiftable Zeal and Affedtion 
which wehad for the reltorer of the Frotefant Religion, and 
common Liberties of Britaize Forjle(i that by any Delays in our 
Proceedings, the Meatures of Exgland might be protraéed, We 
did, in almoft One Breath, Declare the Phrone Vacant, our 
Selves a Free, Independent State, Their Royal Highnefles King 


ye qo nor a big BS ase q : ' a7 = 7 7 os Ss ey of ce 
one use Grins scealm, and war again{t all Their Majefty’s Es- 
n¢mMies 5.as notin the leaftdoubting, but that fuch our generous. 


and frank Froceeding, with refpe to our Neighbours, at fo 
critical a Jundiure of Affairsymight in due time reafonably plead 
fora grateful Refentment from the King and Parliament of Exg- 
laud, by anequally generous Condefcenfion, on theirfide, toour 
having the fame freedom of Trade, by which, buta little time 
before, the wifeft and moft leading Men of that. Nation thought 
it their Intereft to have fecured our Affe@ions 
Andtharthiswas thefenfe of the Court of England at that 


time, needs no further evidencethan His Majefty’s two fucceffive - 


Speeches to both Houles of His Firlt Parliament; wherein the con- 
fideration of anintire Union with Scotland was. ferioufly recom: 


mended: Inordertowhich, fome Schemes. were prepared and | 


conlulted by certain Noble Patriots of both Nations. ) 
But no fooner had we in the interim, folemnly confume 


mated, in manner aforefaid, all that. Evgland could have either 


wifh‘d or fear’d from us. on that Occafion; but of a fuddenall 


thoughts of {uch Union fell to the ground : fo that being left: 
A4. to. 
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to chew our Cud upon that melancholly Proverb, Poff ef eccafo 
calve, which in our Diale& may be renderd, 4 True Scotch. 

man ts Wile bebind-band, out next -and only Remedy was, to 
make the beft of a bad Mercat, In Order to which, we then 
Refoved te think of framing fuch wholfom and advantagious 
Laws for the Advancement of our poor Trade , as might not 

only rouze up and animae the depreffed and often-difappointed 
Genius of our fellow- Natives, but alfo invite and enduce Stran- 

geis more experienced in Trade, to embarque upon the fame 

bottom with us: and to that end, We did, in the Third 
Seffion of this current Parliament, 4an0 1693. Pafs a Prelimi- 

nary Ad, conceived in general Terms, for the Encouragement of 

Foreign Trade, which you fee narrated in the beginning of this 
lat 4d: Bychegraciousand neceflary Conceffions of which, we 

havea plain Demonftration, through the Vertue of thofe Noble 

and worthy Patriots whom His Majefty’s difcerning Eye fingled 

out of the Crowd of Pretenders to the Offices of Sate, That our 

prefent King is not only Pater Patrie , but Pater Patriarums 

and, like the true Emblem of that _Immenfe Diety whofe 

Anointed he is, diffufech his Favours with a more unconfined 

and univerfal Influence than any of our late Kings of Britains 

Their natural Eafinefs of Temper giving many facal Opportuni- 

ries to the Mercenary Minifters of thofe times, both to impofe 

on their Mafters, and prey upon che Liberties of their fellow- 

Sadje@s : whereas, our prefent King doth not only penetrate ine 
zowhat is juft, but hath alfo a Noblenefs of Soul, to execute, 
with an impartial Hand, what to him feemeth to be fo, And 
that the giving his Royal Sanctionto this Act, was che effe& both 

of his Juftice and Gratitude, is plain from the natural Regard 

which in Reafon we muft needs fuppofe him to have had to our 

trank and feafonable Services, when in themfelves they were moft 

Valuable, and when indeed he ftood moft in need ofthem, 

- Obj, 
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 Odj But € you fay ) the Oatecry ts, That thefe are fach uns | 
precedented Conceffions and Exemptions as never were, cr & 
ought tobe granted by a Prince to any Society or Compa- .. 
py of Tradersin the World: Ergo, § 

Hah! Js the Hue and Cry got up then? Jam glad of it: For | 

cértainly, the Great, the Grave,and Wife Menof the Nation, do 
never joyn in that Chorus, : 
_, But to be more ferious; ‘Tis true, that thefe Conceffions may 
feem fomewhat ftrange to a People whofe Wealth > Capacity, 
Naval Strength, Forraign Poffeffions, Plantations, Forts , and 
Univerfal Settlements, want no more to carry on what Trade{o- 
ever they pleafe,than to will and to execute. 

But on the other hand, if hey look upow Scotlaid, and confie 
der it, as in it felfit is, deficientto a degree of Extremity, in all 
the neceffary Qualification of Trade above-recéited 5 they muft 
owne of courfe,that nothing lef than thefe Conceffions and Ex- 
emptions could give this New Company a profpe& of fo much as 
a Pothbility ofévér grappling with fuch infinite and almoft infus 
perable Difficulties as they (and indeed all other Beginnings ) | 
mult neceflarily encounter with; fo that if fuch Exemptions had a 

_ Rot been granted,we had as good have ereGtéd noCompany. § 
And as tothefe Conceflions being without Precedent,! will not 
_ pretend to give an Jnftance of any that are exa@lly the fame with 
the Privileges contained in this 4ct:but if I let you fee much greater 3 
[hope that may ferve the turn. Nor to do that,need I go fo far from ig 

Home,as to fearch into theRecords of otherNations,(uch as Frances | 
Folland, Denmark,8& others who have given illimited Powers, & 
valt Encotragements to their refpe@ive Tradeing Companies;but M: 
even ia Scctland, when we could not be prefumed to have had &— 
any great Notions of Trade about Thirty five Years paft, = 
upon the Reftauration of King Charles 1]. in his Firft parlia- i 
‘ment, and the feveral Seffions thereof,( before the French or -. 
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had time to plant his Janizaries tn the Court of England there 
were feveral A&s paséd in favours of Trade and Manufactories, 
with Priviledgesand Exemptions far exceeding anyin this. AQ, 
with refpeét to the Purpofes for which they were granted, Mua 
tatis Mutandss, : | 4 

And that I may not fem to fpeak altogether without Book 
J (hall give you an Inftance of one for all ; namely, thec#eé 
pas’d, in the Year 1661» For the Fifhings, and Brediing of 
Companies for Promoting ihe fares whicn being too long to be 
tran(cribed, Lfend you, by way of Pofcript, a fhort Abfjra@t of 
the moft confiderable Privileges and Axemptions therein cons 
tained, as they {tand in order inthe Act it felfs and all thefe 
weregtanted for perpetuity + Wbereasall the moft important 
Conceffions in this late AG are limited, fome to Ten, ,, fome 
to Twenty one Years; in which time (God knows ) we 
muft ruo very faft, to come up with any of all our neigbou- 
ring Nations, who have ftarted fo longbetore Us, 

Now let usfurther. compare both the faid A@s, and the Pur- 
pofes for which they were feverally intended, and then, with 
re(pe@ to this lat, we muft think of going we know not whi- 
ther, undergo the Danger of boyfterous Storms, and long Voy- 
ages, with which we are not acquainted: tye up our Sto 
machsto (triét, regular, and unaccuftomed Diets; prepare a< 


- gainftthe Effes of quite contrary Climates, and there pur- 


chafe Plancations, Collonies, Settelments, and build Forts, ac. 
Yet asto the Time when all this willhappen, he tmuftbe a 
wifer Man than ], | that can tell. SOV yt | 
Butastothe former Ad for the Fifhing, &c, all Matters 
thereunto relating were to be tranfacted in view of our own 


Doors, andin our own Power. — But then you'ilaske me, How 
it came to pals, that this excellent Conftitution for our Fifhings 


has bad no beter Efe 2 Whytruly, Wl tell you, For the: 
very fame Reafon which may pollibly prove the Overthrow 
of this New Undertaking ( which God forbid ) if we haveno 
better 
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better luckin getting honefter Men at the Head of it: Forthe 
Dutch, who have got moft of their Wealth by Fithing in other 
Mens Waters, looking upon us then with a zealous Eye, found 
a way (as it was chen believ’d ) to gteafeacertain Great Man 
inthe Fiff,whothereupon embarqued himfel!,and all his Friends; 
with all his Might, onour Bottoms; and who being once atthe 
Head of all, thwartedall, over-rul‘d all, and ruin‘dalls For 
the Honeft and Well-meaning Men, finding themfelves no 
other thanCyphers, grew wearied, and fogave up the Cude 

els, iba | 

; By all which, you have a plain Demonftration and Proof, 
That what may do in one Nation, — willnot doin another. But 
I‘mrefolved to wait with Patience, and hope for the beft: 
Exitus afta probat,; the meaning of whichis in Englith, The 


- Proof ofthe Pudding is in the eating. 
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ob, Butthen (“youfay, ) the unanfwerable and thunde- 
ring Dilemma, whichehefe Grumblers would feem, and do 
a@ually boaft, to faften upon his Maje(ty, is That either he 
muft retra& what he has done, by fome publick Mark-of his 
Difcountenancing this New Company, or otherwife hecannot 
inreafon deny the like Conceflions to the feveral Trading 
Companies of Bxgland, whohave fo largely contributed 
towards the Expenfeof this prefent War. betas 
Anfwer This is truly the moft plaufible Difficulty of all thats 
offered, and {ucha Noofe asmay readily catch Larks, but will 
never gravel the judicious part of Mankind more than any of 
the former; asbeing all of one piece. The better to obviate 
which, J fhall give yon a plain, eafie, juft and adequat Pae 
rallel inthe like Cafe, As for Example: Suppofing me Lord of 
a confiderable Mannour producing abundance of Gorn, Hay, 
Feit, and havingall the marks ofa fertile and well cultivated 
Soils which [have Lett to Farmfora certain Annual or Yearly 
Rent 3 which Rent I have, by Gontracét of Marriage, appro 
gee sell bide BP 22 1818 OND priated 
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priated tothe Paymentof my Wife's Joyntures in theinterim, 
there comesto me an Undertaker, with a Propofal, That where- . 
asi am alfo Proprietor of acertain piece of urprofitable, watte 
Ground, together with fome Acres of Land quite under Water, 
both which yield menoRent 5 he will engageat hisown Hazard, 
Labour and Expenfe, to cultiyatethe one, and drainthe other, 
providing I grant him a Leale thereof free of all Rent for Twenty 
one Years) tu which Treadily and realonably aflent, as forefeeing 
the Advantage that muff thereby accrue,!f notto my felfimmedie 
atly,yet tomy Heirs and Succcfors. Upon the executing of which 
Leafe, fhould he who Farm‘d my Brincipal Magnour in manner | 
aforcfaid,come and tax me of being an exacting and partial Land- 
us lord, if | would not alfo let him fit Bent-free, as well as his neve 
, Neighbour Undertaker, Pray, whee Kegard do you think I 
is ought tooblerve toany Demand that were grounded only us ! 
_ ponfuch a Reafon # The Application whereof ts fa eafie and 
2 i natural, that it were calling your Judgment ingoqueftion,toex- 


EE patiate any more uponthat Heads Yet left you may faythatomne 
1 | fimile est di[fimsile, and think this to beenly an indire& Anfwer 
yh coallthe Parts. of your @ljection y I fhall touch them {everal- 
x i lYo : . . . 
And,Fiift, 4s toany publick Mark of His Majefty's Difcounte- 


| nance to this New Company, which would be the doing and un- 
| doing of athing with the fame breath, isfe tender a Point, that 
t, che very Thoughts of it is attacking and wounding His Majefty, 
LE at once, intwo of his moft peculiar Attributes, Wifdow in Coune 
e cil, and Stedfafine/s of Refolution, Pr 

Then as ro what Conceflions may be advifeble to be given to 


allar any of the Trading Companies of England, I muft {ufpend 
my weak Judgment therein, the King, and enfuing Parliament, 
. | being the only proper Judges therecf 5 onlythus far I'liventure 
cS | ta judge, That whoever audacioufly dare pretend te anticipate 
: | che Senfe of fo Great and Auguft an Affembly, by Didtating in 
eg Coffee-houfes what his Arrogance thinks, forfooth, they ought 
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todo, may likewife think him(elf well come of zt laf, if he e- 
{cape withonly a Reprimand. 

And then as to the laft Branch of the @bjection, which feemsto 
“point at, our rot coutributing, fo largely as they bave, towards the 
E xpenfe of the War let usconfider, whether they think Us equal- 
Jy concerned ¢ and whether We may expect a proportionable 
fhare of the Glory and Advantage? If not,then we are but Auxie 
aries, and ought notto undergo any narsow {crutiny on that 
head +: For, 4 given Hore ought not to be examin'd inthe Month, 
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fively rais‘d others,to be a conftant Nurfery for the Engl:fh Army. 
This was all we could do; & could we have done more, we flood 
inneed of ne Spur to doit: The Widow‘s Mite inthe Gofpel was 
more acceptable to Qur Saviour,than all the large Offerings of 
thefe who gave only out of the Abundance of their Superfluities: 
Of them to whos such bath bees given, much fhal be required, and 
if His Majefty thould queftion us upon this head, we can july 
~anfwerhim with a Scripture Phrafe , Silver and Gold have we 
poe 3 but juch as we have, we give unto him, True Hearts, 
and Valiant Hands; Braye Trufty Lads, arm‘d with Natural 
| Buf whodare encounter Fireand Smoke,and whofe Undaunted 
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i i Refolution and vias all Occafions of Trial, have tothe 

i ii Miminution of their Number, given at leaft fome {mall Addition 

i to the Advancing Glory of the Englifh Arms: which if we had 

i notgiven , an equal Number ofequal Troops from any ofour 

i moft entirely beloved Confederate Princes ( if aay fuch they 
| had to {pare ) would certainly be good Meat, but muft needs 
| have coft Euglend very dear Sauce. : 

And fince { now treat of our Ulefulnefs to Bagland, how little 
foever they may valueit, I fhall beg leaveto look back again 
| upon the further Motives that induced us to be forward in paffing 
| this 4G, and take alfo a further view of the Advantages that 
may probably arife, not only unto our Selves, but to England in 
| 


OG 


general, by it, ae 

As tothe Firft ofthefe, we obferved, That the Cuftoms,Fafhi- 
i ons, and Luxury of other Nations,having bewitch‘d our Travel. 
H| ling Nobility and Gentry; had Introduced a certain kind of Ne- 
| ceflity among us,of uling&confuming many more& greater quan- 
: tities of Foreign Commodities than werefo much as ever known 
almoft tothe honeft Simplicity of our plain & wife Fores Fathers, 
and more truly than we bad fuperfluous Money topay for; efpee 
cially at fuch exorbitant Rates as are impos‘d upon usat the third, 
fourth, fifth, and ( poffibly ) fixth hand, by our own Ped- 
Jars, and the exaCting Broakers ofail other Countries about us. 
This we fee a growing Evil, and fuch as we could not juftly ans 
{wer for, to our Conftituents, who were equally concerned, if 
we had nottaken it into ourmoft ferious Confideration, and with 
all expedition apply‘d the moft effectual Remedy we could think 
of; which, after all our Confultations, and the beft Advice we; 
could have, terminated inthis 445 as hopingthereby, thatat — 
fome time or other we may, bydegrees , cometo haveat firft — 
Hand, and upon an equal Lay, {uch Foreign Commodities agare 
now palm‘d upon us. * ee 


be 


By all which, you may plainly fee, wehad no finifter Defigny®, 
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| 
we meant no harm to any other Kingdom, State, or Compa- 
ny ¢ Evil to thems that Evil think: We had no thoughts of drown- 
ing our Neighbours Garden, but of watering our owns and [ 
have noreafon to doubr, bur that the Simplicity and Honefty of 
Ourintention therein , will uponall cccafions mect with a {uit- 
able Return, 

And asto what further Advantages England may probably 
reap from this -4cts [ think,with fubmiffion, that of all forts of 
Men,the Englifh Eait« Indian Company hath lealt reafon tomurmur 
at it3 and | am gladto hear the Wifeft of them do not, nor in= 
deed, any of them ( I believe ) at their Heart. For,whatfoever 


-Conceffions, Exemptions,or Eftablifhment,the Wifdom of the en- 


fuing Parliamentmay think fit to grant tothat Company, they 
have reafon enough, fromthe confideration of their own Mifma- 
nagement,which ( { humbly prefume ) occafion‘d the late Treate 


mentfome of them had at Weftminfterjto ground the beft part of ° 


their Hopes for better Treatment there at this time, upon the E- 
mulation which Our Act hath feemingly entitl*d them to raife in 
the Hearts of their Friends in Parliament, whom I heartily with 
to. be many Salvo Fure cuje(libeteForl ara fure,the World is fpact- 
ous enough tocontain beth Them, and the Scotch Company, for 
more Efforts than either one or other, or both of them, are able 
to put in execution, They may in time, be ferviceable each tothe 
other, Manus Manum fricats and as ihope, the Exglifh Company 
may have reafon, before the Determination ofthe enfuing Seffi- 
on, to Thank theKing and Parliament, They will ac the fame 
time be pleas‘d toremember, that they owe ns a Day in Harveft 5 
that ts forme feafonable piece of Briendthip. 


Now,. if the enfuing Parliament do Cas I believe they will) 


) take the Eait.India Comepany into their Care, whecher out of a 


| 
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| particular Regard to the {aid’Company , or with relpect to the 
“Inter 
«mixtd Confidcration ofboth; Ithall have infinite Satisfaction, 


e(t of che whcle Nation > Of out of Emulation from a 
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to find that we are fo far ufeful to our Neighbours, as to letthem 
fee that to be their Intereft now, which for fome Years paft they 
| at leaft feem‘d to have overlocked,till we put them in mind of it, 
«| I And my Hopes are, That if mulation will once enter within the 
if Doors of that Noble Affembly, they will raife their Thoughts | 
upon the very Wings of Emulation, and take the right Sow by the 
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“ai Luge; that is, caft their Eyes aboutthem, and point at Objects 
> |W worthy of fuch Noble Effortsas They only are able to putin Pra- 
eS | Gice, by curbing the Enemies of Britain, and putting {ome {top 
& to the Career and over-grown Greatnefs of its Rivals in Trade = 
. of whofe Affection or Friendfhip Egland can be no longer fe. 


cure,than they are fure of Gaining by England: Whereas, We 


: poor Mortals muft at all times look upon our felves asin the State 
: of Matrimony, For beter for worfe: So if we are not allowed 
| fome reafonable meafure of Due Benevolence, that Effential Part 
| of Conjugal Duty, the World will certainly look upon Us as 
| the more excufable, ifat fome time or other we fhould venture 
| to peep abroad, eee 
Bi Object. But fill thefe Grumblers ( you fay ) do urge that ehis 
| New Company will Steal vatt Quantities of Goods both by Sea & 
. Land into Rwgland, and over.ftock the Markets there with Indian 
RS Goods, to be Sold at Under-rates,to the apparent lofs of the En- 
wa glifh Baffelwdie and African Companies, eye 
yO This is truly a very wide fuppofition 5 yet fappofing itall to 
Bi be true, ( as / believe it cannot) pray wherein is Evxgland hurt 


by it > For over all Exgland there muft bea valt many more 
Buyers than Sellers of any one particular Commodity, and as of 
two Buils the leastis to be chofens {0, Of two interferring \ute- 
; refis 5 the moit publick and univerfal good of thefetwo is always 
Ml preferrableto the others then beyond difpute, the Buyers of fuch 
i particular Commodity ( whom take tobe the Body of the Na- 
tion ) will find it their Intereft at all times, tobeat downthe 
Marketsprice y efpecially of Forraign Goods 5 Sorina our. 
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Forefathers of both Nations, were very much overfeen to make 
fo’ many Laws which ftand yet Unrepealed, againft the Foreftal= | 
ling of Markets sand theEngroffing of Commodities into few hands, | 
So'that if ‘all ReftriGions, Limitations, and Prohibitions upon 
Trade between both Nations were wholly abrogated, the great 
and natural ends of Trade, would (in my humble opinion) be 
more univerfalJy and much better an{wered, 7 
‘Now, upon fumming up the Evidence on both fides, 1 find 
we muft reckon upon many Enemies beyond Sea: But | hope 
I may modeftly conclude, That after a true Scrutiny is made, 
this A& will meet with no Enemies within the Ifle of Britain, 
but who may be comprehended in one or other of two forts, and 
thefe two (fome fay) very near related: The firftare, fuch who 
may feemingly grumble ae this.4#4, forno other reafon, but 
to makea Scaling-ladder of it, toa Wall which ( without it 9 | 
_ they were paft all hopes ef ever getting over, The others are, : 
—acertain fett of Men, who (like Water-men) rowone way,and 
look another, . From both which, Thope, the Legiflative tower 
and Government of both Nations will proteé this Orphan, 
— “Torconclude then: As Almighty God, in his All-wife Pro- 
_vidence, often ‘revealeth and brings to pafs his Great and Excel- 
Tent Purpofes, by ordinary and unexpected Means; who knows, 
but that the harmonious Unity which (I hope) willappear in the 
Equal, Juft,and Impareial Management and Adminiftration of this | 
New Scotch-Englifh, ‘or Englifb-Scotch Indias Company, May, in a 
- good time, be a happy Motiveand Inducement to (at leaft) all & 
the Wife Men of either Nation, to lay afide mifplaced Paffion, 
the prejudices of Infancy and Education; Reafon juftly for their 
‘Own and Publick Interefts fake; obliterateand bury in oblivion 
the diftinguithing Names of Scotch and guglifh; and thea vo- 
—-Juntarily lift themfelves under the United Banner of Undivided 
Britain s to be one in Intereft,and Inclination,in Offenceand De- i. 
fence. From the Confequences of which happy Day, we may og 
date the eZraof BRIT AIN’s Pella tiuly GREAT, And ee =F 
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| (18 ) 
what fhould hinder it? Nature feems to. -have intended Us for 
One People, as having concenter’d us within the fame Liquid 
Walls; we are the Subjects of One King; we fpeak the fame 
| Language, differing only in Diale@, as moft Counties do; we 
) we prefels the fame Religion, differing only infome Forms, which 
‘May or may not be; our Laws point at the fame End, to diftri- 


\ 
| 
at 
{ 
; 
| 
i 
{ 
i 
Ht} 
iA 
tl 


a WI | 

° bute Juftice, and delend Liberty and Property: All which may 
a be foon reconciled, if the Wifdoms of both Nations fhould once 
. | heartily fee about it. : ioe eee 

5 / ~ Noman alive can have greater Veneration for the Government 
fl and People of England, or be more tender of giving them-any the © 
: i leaft umbrage of Offence, than my felf: But it any particular 


nS perfon will from. the Light within him, apply.co his owa Breaft 
— any Expre dion herein that may feem harfh, that’s his fault, and 


iC not mine: In which cafe, I'd advife him, like a Friend, to lie 
ftilland be quiet ; expiate for any former Efcapes in his Life, by 
Ls a better Regulationof his A&ionsin time to comes fubmit to all 
2 Lawsand Ordinances of fuchas are put in Authority overus, and 
a lec the Wifdom ot the Nationrule the Nation, © | 

A If hereia I. have noz anfwered your Expegation, yet you have 


an inftance of my hearty.and fiacere good W thes to the Intereft of 
Britain, and ofmy readinefs to comply with your Defire, when- 
foever you arepleas'dto Command, 
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f EDINBURGH, Your Hamble Servant, 

‘ Novem, 14,1695. PHILONAX VERAX, 
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An Abstract of the Priviledges contained in 44 AcE (mention’d 
pag. 7.) forthe Fifbings, &c, 

—~ alt, Cordage,Hemp,Cork, Pitch, Tar, Clapboard, Kynapple, Skew- 

i) hoops and Nets,free of all Cuftom,or other : mpolition whatfecver. | 
All Herring and White Filh taken and preparea therewith, free of 
any manner of Taxation or Burden t” the Exportation of the fame, 

All Strangers concerned therein Naturaliz’d of cowr[e, and alfo 
free of all Taxation-upon thes? other Effects, for the (pace of [eves 
Tears next after (sch their Naturalization, : 

AllBeer, Ale,Strong waters and other Prowifions for Out- reiking 
of any Vefel for the [aid Fifhings, free of all manner of Impofitions 
whatloever. 

All Lords, and Proprietors of Land, in all places throughout the 
Kingdom, where [uch Filbing «s carried on,to protect, maintain, and 
defend the fame, and all Masters if Ships, Filhers, and others what- 
foever theresnto belonging,from all harws and troubles otherwile, to 
refound and [atisfie re(pectively ally Lofs and Dammage [uftained 
spon their Land: 

All Ships, Boats,and other Vefeels,in the exercife of the [aid Trade 
of Fifhing, and their employment therein, no ways -rrreftible by any @ 
Creditor: The Filbers, Mafters and Servants in shefaids Vefsels, du- E 
ring the whole time and feafon of [uch Fifhing, and their employment i 
sherein,free from all Actions of Debt,and no ways convesnadle before 
any Fudge or Fudicature whatfoever, for any Canfe or Caufes Civil, 
which might be intended againft them: and generally all the faid L 
 Perfons, Mafters and Servants, free of all Captions, Arrefiments, or ei 
other Attachments on their Per[ons,er againft their Materials and In- &- 
 ftraments of Fifbing, they being attwally ferving therein allanerly, &§ 
| The Stock and Profits thereof free of all Stents and Taxations, 
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printed at London, and Re-printed at Edinburgh, by the Heirs and of 
Succeflors of Andrew Ander fon, Prinrer tothe King’s moft MW 
Excellent Majefty, 16995. | 
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